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Official sod-turning for new community centre 
	 About	twenty	five	citizens	
and	friends	gathered	for	the	official	
sod-turning event to commemorate the 
beginning of the building of the new 
community centre.
	 Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	President	Charles	
McCarthy welcomed the crowd and 
thanked community members for their 

vision of a community gym and meet-
ing space. “By this time next year a 
new community gym and government 
office	buildings	will	be	here	at	this	site	
and it wouldn’t have been constructed 
without the vision of certain individu-
als,” he said. He commented that he 
hoped the building would be the cata-

lyst for better relations in the commu-
nity. 
 Elder Barbara Touchie gave a 
Nuu-chah-nulth blessing to the con-
struction site and then Taayii	ḥaw̓iiḥ	
Wilson Jack’s speaker, Tyson Touchie 
said he looks forward to the community 

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ President Charles McCarthy, Elders Richard Mundy and Vi Mundy, together with Taayii ḥaw̓iiḥ Wil-
son Jack, performed the official sod turning on Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day. 

Lawrence Jack, Hoolth-hii-sim-Cliih-
wa-tuu-a,  taayii ḥaw̓iiḥ, died at age 88 
years, on Sunday, September 1, 2013, in 
Tofino. He was remembered as a kind 
Chief. 

Story on page 3. 

taayii ḥaw̓iiḥ 
Lawrence Jack 
passes away

Legislature member Art 
Cootes passes away 

 Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	Legislature	mem-
ber Art Cootes died on September 24, 
2013, following a single car accident 
on Hwy. 4. The well-known artist and 
local elder turned 70 on Saturday, Sep-
tember 21st. 
 He leaves to mourn two daugh-
ters, Sharleen Dick (Sid), Cheryl and 
two sons, Daniel and Alec, as well as 
13 grandchildren and 12 Great Grand-
children and many siblings and rela-
tives. 
	 A	notice	will	be	sent	to	citizens	
once funeral arrangements have been 
made. 

centre because, “we’ve always wanted 
to invite people here, into our home and 
share these experiences because there 
are some really great ones,” he said. 
“We come from a really rich basket-
ball culture,” he said, adding that he’s 
glad his girls will have a place to play 
basketball. 
 Following the sod-turning 
about	fifty	citizens	came	to	the	hall	for	
lunch and birthday cake. 
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Iris Frank, Director of Operations for the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government 
and Kathleen McCarthy, youth representative, spent a week in the 
North West Territories recently, to attend the Gwitchen Tribal Coun-
cil’s Indigenous Government conference which brought leaders, youth 
and community members from across Canada to the Northwest Ter-
ritories to discuss self-government. Iris was one of the presenters at 
the conference. 

 Deb Foxcroft was elected as 
the new president of the Nuu-chah-
nulth Tribal Council after a close race 
with incumbent Cliff Atleo with neither 
candidate able to secure the win after 
the	first	two	ballots.	The	NTC’s	consti-
tution sets out the threshold at 50 plus 
one percent of the valid ballots before 
a	winner	can	be	declared.	In	the	final	
ballot 78 votes were cast; forty of the 
votes were for Foxcroft, 37 for Atleo 
and there was one spoiled ballot. 

 Prior to the third ballot, 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	delegate	Larry	Baird	sug-
gested that each of the candidates be 
allowed to address the voting members 
before the third vote; candidates were 
given	five	minutes	to	speak.

Foxcroft described herself as a having 
the strength to move the NTC forward. 
A member of the Tseshaht First Nation 
and a recipient of the Order of Brit-
ish Columbia, Debra is the daughter 
of Jeanette Gallic and the late James 
Gallic, and granddaughter of the late 
Jessie Gallic (nee, Campbell) and Jeff 
(Jimmy) Gallic. 

Foxcroft worked for 17 years with the 
Health and Social Services at NTC and 
was instrumental in developing and ini-
tiating the transfer of Child and Fam-
ily Services from the government to 
aboriginal communities and developed 
the	first	BC	delegated	First	Nations	
Child and Family Service Agency, 
USMA. She has worked as a treaty 

negotiator for the Tseshaht First Nation 
and served on the Tseshaht First Nation 
Council. Foxcroft told the delegates 
that	her	campaign	was	focused	on	five	
themes:	leadership,	organizational	de-
velopment, relationship-building, com-
munications and language and culture. 

 “Being prepared is key during 
this changing and challenging time. 
With the experitise and support from 
the leaders, elders and community 
members we can lobby and negotiate 
with Provincial and Federal govern-
ments to ensure NTC moves forward 
proactively and not reactively,” she 
commented. 

 Ken Watts of Tseshaht, was 

unchallenged in his bid for NTC vice 
president although the delegates still 
needed	to	affirm	his	acclaimed	seat,	
and did so. 

A motion that supports funding for 
Nuu-chah-nulth schools was passed 
on the second day of the NTC general 
meeting. Dubbed the “Nuu-chah-nulth 
Unity Declaration on Education” it 
states that the Nuu-chah-nulth people 
have not reconciled Indian residential 
school system experiences and that 
“our children have the unfettered right 
to education that is protected under sec-
tion 35 of the constitution.” The dec-
laration was signed by representatives 
from all the Nuu-chah-nulth nations. 

Foxcroft narrowly wins NTC Presidency after third ballot  

	 The	Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	Legis-
lature passed a motion to transfer 
$219,720.60 from the Settlement 
Trust;	and	certified	to	the	trustees	of	
the Settlement Trust that the distribu-
tion	is	for	Community	Benefits.	

	 The	Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	Legisla-
ture	approved	the	audited	financial	
statements for the year that ended 

March 31, 2013, as recommended by 
the Finance Committee. Jay Norton 
of McIntosh, Norton and Williams, 
Certified	General	Accountants,	made	
the presentation to the Legislature 
along	with	Corporate	Finance	Officer	
Tamara	Nelson.	The	audited	financials	
will be presented at the next Hit-tat-
soo Assembly on October 28.

Legislature transfers from Settlement Trust

Jack Touchie helps to cut the birthday cake for the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day 
celebration on Saturday. 
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Remembering taayii ḥaw̓iiḥ Lawrence Jack
 Lawrence Jack, Hoolth-hii-sim-Cliih-
wa-tuu-a,		taayii	ḥaw̓iiḥ,	died	at	age	88	years,	
on	Sunday,	September	1,	2013,	in	Tofino.

 He was born in Nahmint, September 9, 
1925.  Lawrence  grew up at Wreck Bay and 
moved to Hitacu when he was a teenager. He 
became	the	taayii	ḥaw̓iiḥ	at	age	14	(when	his	
father died)  and he was the taayii for 66 years, 
from 1942 until he transferred his chieftain-
ship to son Wilson on September 02, 2006.

 He was married to wife Bella for 62 
years. He was predeceased by his children 
Larry and Adam, and leaves to mourn, chil-
dren: Brenda (Danny), Clayton (Dorothy), 
Jesse (Martin), Wilson (Jacqueline), Janice, 
Bruce and Eugene. Lawrence also leaves 44 
Grandchildren and 32 Great grandchildren.  
He was predeceased by children Larry Jack 
and Adam Jack.

 Prayer and a funeral services 
were held on Thursday, September 
5, 2013,  at the Ucluelet Commu-
nity Centre, and hundreds came to 
pay	their	final	respects.	The	eulogy	
was given by Robert Jack Dennis of 
Huu-ay-aht. 

 “Chief Jack’s legacy is that 
he will be remembered as a Chief 
who stood by his principles and val-
ues of caring for his people, caring 
for the wildlife and the environment 

within	his	ḥaaḥuuli,	making	sure	his	people	
are OK, feeding small salmon to the eagles, 
tying up a village dog so it won’t be shot, 
feeding stellar jays on his porch, are a few 
examples of his legacy,” Dennis said. 

 “Family members shared how he never 
swore or got angry with people. He’s de-
scribed as a humble man who groomed certain 
family members for their roles and responsi-
bilities within his chieftainship or his son’s 
chieftainship,” Dennis added. 

 “His grandchildren shared how they 
enjoyed visiting their grandpa and just hang-
ing out. They said he was patient with them 
and quite often let them learn their own les-
sons.	But,	if	needed,	he	would	put	out	a	firm	
but gentle hand to guide them to make the 
right decisions.”

 Nicknamed Coho, Lawrence worked 
as	a	commercial	fisher-
man from the time he was a 
teenager until his retirement 
in the mid 1980s. He was 
remembered for his athletic 
prowess. He played soccer, 
basketball,	softball,	floor	
hockey and did track and 
field.	“People	recalled	he	
started playing basketball 
when he was 41 and played 
until he was 52, often out-
witting many of his younger 

opponents,” Dennis told the crowd.

 “He truly is a chief, who loved 
his family, his people, and everything 
around him. Remembering him as a 
chief who lived up to his chieftainship 
authorities and responsibilities is the 
legacy he will leave.”

THANK YOU
 Bella Jack and family would like to thank the  
following people and organizations following the death 
of husband and father, Lawrence Jack, tayii ḥaw̓iiḥ: 
Rennie Touchie, Charles McCarthy, Wojtek Malach, Art 
Williams, Jay Millar, friends and relatives who dropped 
off foods, offered condolences and helped out in the 
kitchen or helped with set-up and clean up at the 
Ucluelet Community Centre. Thanks to the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
Government and to the District of Ucluelet. Thanks also 
to Robert Dennis Sr. and  Pastor Miles White. Thanks 
to pallbearers: Steve Tatoosh, Vince McKay, Luke 
George, Martin Cook, Clinton Fred, Edward Mack Sr. and 
honourary pallbearers: Anne Mack, Hugh Watts, Derek 
Peters, Russell Roberts, Al Shewish and Roy Barney Sr. 

Foxcroft narrowly wins NTC Presidency after third ballot  

Death Notice
 Clayton Marcel Jack of 
Vancouver, died September 14th, 
2013. 
 He was the son of Clay-
ton Jack, of Hitacu and Pearl 
Amos. 
 Clayton Marcel (Eagle)
was born, April 10th, 1976. 
 He leaves siblings Susan, 
Jennifer, Jason and Jeremy, his 
Grandma Bella and his father 
Clayton. 
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Language and CultureHead-dress to be showcased as part of PRAS festival 
 A paired hinkiicim from a 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	Elder	is	being	displayed	
as	part	of	the	Pacific	Rim	Arts	Society	
Cultural Festival this week; the last 
time the Eagle head-dress was used 
was for Barbara Touchie’s Giict̓uuła or 
coming of age party, when she was just 
14 years old.

 This past weekend, Vi Mundy, 
President of PRAS, along with her 
mother Barbara, unveiled the head 
dress	and	spoke	about	it	at	the	Kʷisitis	
Interpretive centre, for the grand 
opening of the PRAS Festival. 
 The elaborate  head-dress 
is latched at the back, and opens up, 
like a bird’s wings and has intricate 
individual feathers on top.

 The head-dress has been used 
a few times in the last hundred years. 
“It’s getting old and it needs to be 
repaired,” Barbara commented. The 
head-dress belongs to her nephew, Joe 
Thompson, son of her brother Archie 
Thompson, who died a few years ago. 
“The oldest son, that’s who holds the 
masks and the curtain,” she added. 
There is a family song that goes along 
with the head-dress; according to 
Barbara, the song is one that Lindsay 
McCarthy uses for cultural night 
practises in Hitacu. “There is a chant 
that goes with the head-dress too,” she 
added, and noted that her Grandson 
Nolan is now learning the chant.
 Barbara remembers little 
about her Giict̓uuła celebration 

other than that the day started with 
a hiičapas Ceremony on the beach, 
which included two torches set up on 
either side of Barbara. “The guys ran 
to the beach to get water in a basin and 
poured it on your feet in some ritual,” 
she recalled. She does not know what 
the	significance	of	this	ceremony	was.
“There are maybe only three others (in 
Hitacu) who ever had this ceremony 
done,” she stated. 
 Following the beach ceremony 
her family held a big dinner. “Then 
they gave stuff away, “ similar to a 
potlatch, she said. “We all made our 
own clothes then and I remember yards 
of material of all different colours 
being given away,” she said, noting 
that, ‘in those days, women always 

wore dresses, not pants’. 
 The party was held in Hitacu 
at one of the two big houses. “We 
had a big dinner and everyone either 
sat	on	the	floor	or	on	benches	that	
ran along each side of the room,” she 
remembered. 

 Barbara is not certain who 
carved the hinkiicim but, she said, an 
uncle, Toomiiš painted the masks. At 
the time of her Giict̓uuła Celebration 
she	was	given	her	first	Quʔas	or	Indian	
name,	ʔasman̓aḥi.	Later	she	was	given	
the	name	Čakʷaasiqḥw̓iłim	(which	was	
later passed along to her daughter Vi).
Today	Barbara	is	known	as	Sičquuʔuƛ.
 The head-dress will be on 
display until September 30th.

Vi Mundy, president of the Pacific Rim 
Arts Society opens the cultural festival 
at the Kʷisitis Interpretive Centre on 
Saturday. A mask and head-dress set 
that were used at her Mother’s coming 
of age ceremony, or Giict̓uuła, are be-
ing shown at the festival, along with 
a basket collection that belongs to 
Bob Mundy. 
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Spencer Touchie participated in the 29th Annual Port Alberni Toy Run on 
the weekend of September 14-15. This is the largest fund-raiser on the west 
coast; it brings thousands of toys for needy children at Christmas and con-
tributes thousands of dollars to assist children’s programs throughout the 
year. Way to go Spencer...nice flag!

  Eight young people ranging in age from 16-28 got help studying for 
their driver’s licence recently, when Nuu-chah-nulth Employment and Training 
Program (NETP) offered a new driver training program in Hitacu on September 
16 and 17.

	 Through	this	course	five	of	the	eight	participants	were	able	to	obtain	
their	learner’s	license.	Two	students	were	prepared	to	take	the	test	on	the	first	day	
of the course; it was determined they were ready for the test, after consistently 
obtaining more than 90 per cent of the questions correct on practise exams. 

 Eddie Mack had a pretty big smile on his face after passing the exam. A 
day	earlier	he	explained	that	he	had	been	“too	lazy”	to	obtain	his	license	in	the	
past,	but	now,	after	graduating	school	last	spring,	he	figured	it	was	time.	He’s	was	
hopeful that having a license would increase his chances at getting a job. Kali 
Touchie-Maher  was another successful participant. She’s excited about the op-
portunity and freedom that comes with having a driver’s license and said, “Thank 
you for your help; I probably couldn’t have done it without the program.”

 Rob Oldale and Robyn Samuel worked with participants to improve 
their knowledge for the ICBC test. They accessed an online practice exam from 
the	Richmond	Library	and	then	used	flashcards	and	Powerpoint	presentations	to	
review road side symbols.

 “The number one barrier to employment is not having a driver’s licence,” 
Oldale	said,	noting	that	NETP	had	offered	courses	in	Bamfield	and	Hitacu	in	the	
last month. 

NETP program helps participants 
obtain driving learner’s permit 

Head-dress to be showcased as part of PRAS festival 

YFN LegisLative   

assembLY

Charles McCarthy 
President 
chuck.mccarthy@ufn.ca
Wilson Jack 
Tyee Ha̓wił 
wilson.jack@ufn.ca
Lawrence D. Baird 
Member of Legislature
larry.baird@ufn.ca
Art Cootes 
Member of Legislature  
art.cootes@ufn.ca
Alan W. McCarthy 
Member of Legislature 
al.mccarthy@ufn.ca 
Geraldine Touchie 
Member of Legislature 
geraldine@ufn.ca 
Rose Marie Touchie 
Member of Legislature 
rose.touchie@ufn.ca  
Tad N. Williams 
Member of Legislature 

tad.williams @ufn.ca 

YFN  aDmiNistRatiON
Frank, Iris 
Director of Operations Ext.206 
iris.frank@ufn.ca
Williams, Suzanne 
Administrative Coordinator, 
Ext.205 
suzanne.williams@ufn.ca
Touchie, Jeneva 
Receptionist, Ext. 201  
jeneva.touchie@ufn.ca
McKnight-Yeates, Lisa   
Communications Coordinator, 
Ext. 202 
lisa.mcknight-yeates@ufn.ca
 

YFN DepaRtmeNt OF
FiNaNce

Nelson, Tamara 
Chief Financial Officer, Ext. 207 
tamara.nelson@ufn.ca
Ruchel Stevens 
Intermediate Accountant
ruchel.stevens@ufn.ca

Mundy, Melody 
Sr. Accounting Assistant, Ext. 216 
melody.mundy@ufn.ca
Touchie, Sheila 
Accounting Assistant, Ext. 215  
sheila.touchie@ufn.ca

DepaRtmeNt OF LaNDs

Mead-Miller, Darren         
Manager of Lands and Resources/
Asset Management   Ext. 210
darren.mead-miller@ufn.ca
Robinson, Amelia 
Administrative Assistant -Lands 
Registrar, Ext. 203 
amelia.robinson@ufn.ca
Shirley, Emily 
Public Works, Ext. 210  
emily.shirley@ufn.ca
Touchie, Marylin 
Housing Coordinator, Ext. 219  
marylin.touchie@ufn.ca
Touchie, Debbie 
Custodian

DepaRtmeNt OF
cOmmuNitY seRvices

Phone: (250) 726-7343
Toll free: 1-866-900-7343
501 Hitatsoo Road, Hitacu. BC

Wickham, Trevor  
Manager of Community Services, 
Ext. 226 
trevor.wickham@ufn.ca
Mundy, Lorraine  
Sr. Administrative Assistant, 
Ext. 227     
lorraine.mundy@ ufn.ca
Mundy, Debbie  
Social Development Coordinator, 
Ext. 223    
debbie.mundy@ufn.ca
Valentine, Gloria  
Community Wellness Coordinator 
Ext. 224 
gloria.valentine@ufn.ca
Hagar, Sarah    
Child and Youth Support Worker   
sarah.hagar@ufn.ca
Williams, Veronica 

Receptionist Ext. 221   
veronica.williams@ufn.ca
Touchie, Dr. Bernice 
Language Coordinator (726-7342) 
Ext. 211 
bernice.touchie@ufn.ca
Touchie, Vickie  
Preschool/Daycare Supervisor 
(726-2208)    
vickie.touchie@ufn.ca
Klotz, Christina  
Citizen&Enrolment Regis-
trar(726-7342)Ext.209
christina.klotz@ufn.ca
George, Stella  
Care Aide
Mack, Kaila  
Home-maker 
YFN maNagemeNt

seRvices 
(250) 726-3499                          
100 Hitatsoo Road, Hitacu, BC.

Jones, Trevor 
Chief Executive Officer   
udcea@ukeecable.net

Silva, Crystal           
Executive Assistant
udcea@ukeecable.net
Touchie, Tyson  
Economic Development Manager  
ecdevman@ukeecable.net

McCarthy, Alan  
Fisheries Manager
 fisheries@ukeecable.net

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ GoVERNMENT DIRECToRY
100 Hitatsoo Road, Hitacu, BC.   PO Box 699    •    Ucluelet, BC  V0R 3A0    •    www.ufn.ca    •   Phone: (250) 726-7342  /  Toll free: 1-877-726-7342

E-mail  and Mailing updates
If you have updated  your email or physical address, please 
let us know; we seem to be getting a lot of returned email 
and want to be sure our citizens are kept abreast of all the 
news of the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government. Please send your 
updated email to: 
Suzanne.Williams@ufn.ca

Participants study online practise exams during the Driver’s Train-
ing program offered by NETP in Hitacu recently. 
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New SEEDS 
program set to 
go next month

Former addict talks about transition to independence

The  new Social Education Employ-
ment Development Services, or 
SEEDS, is set to launch on October 1st. 
In the months leading up to the SEEDS 
launch, the Department of Community 
Services	has	organized	a	number	of	
transition workshops, aimed at prepar-
ing social development learners for the 
new delivery of social services pro-
grams and funding.

SEEDS is based on the Tseshaht 
SEEDS program, which provides par-
ticipants with the skills and education 
to eventually get individuals who are 
currently dependent on social services, 
working positively to reduce and re-
move the barriers that keep them from 
achieving independence.

In	2013	the	Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	government	
has been paying about $40,000 each 
month. The total number of individu-
als on social assistance shifts accord-
ing to seasonal work opportunities but 
between 35 and 60 people in Hitacu are 
dependent on government assistance at 

various times throughout the year.

In April, the SEEDS strategy was 
unanimously endorsed by the Execu-
tive	of	the	Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	Legislature	and	
at a Legislature meeting in January, 
Wilson	Jack,	taayii	ḥaw̓iiḥ	said	“We’re	
in a new area where we have to support 
ourselves and not be so dependent on 
the government.”

The SEEDS program has three streams: 
a Wellness Stream, and Education 
Stream and an Employment Stream. 
SEEDS participants will be assigned 
a SEEDS stream and a personal plan 
for goals will be designed for individu-
als. Each stream will have a minimum 
number of hours and or there will be 
activities that Social Development 
Learners must participate in, in order to 
receive their monthly allowance. Ad-
ditionally, extra cash or a healthy food 
basket will also be given on a reward 
basis for people who put in additional 
effort. 

Workshops lead up to SEEDS 
program launch in Hitacu

 Shae Doiron shared her story 
with SEEDS participants during a 
workshop in August. She has roots 
in this community, to the McCarthy 
family. Her father is Charles Dorion 
and  Esther Thomas is her mother. 
Shae spoke about breaking the cycle of 
substance abuse and the tough road to 
living a productive life.

 At the tender age of seven, 
she was sexually abused, when she 
was sent to her Grandparent’s house 
to spend the night, because there was 
a party at her own home. Growing up, 
she insulated herself from further harm, 
by immersing herself in sports and be-
coming a ‘tom boy’ to ensure that she 
wasn’t attracting unwanted attraction.

 At 11 years old she was 
introduced to marijuana and said that 
incident started the cycle of alcohol and 
drug abuse that escalated through her 
teens and early adulthood. The same 
year --at 11 years old, she was charged 

and was subsequently on probation. At 
16 she added cocaine into the mix and 
at	18	she	served	her	first	jail	term.	“At	
that time the Burnaby remand centre 
was for all prisoners, there was no seg-
regation,” she commented. She admit-
ted the experience scared her, but not 
enough to keep clean and found herself 
in jail again, just six months after she 
was	released	from	the	first	stint.	By	that	
time	she	had	a	child	and	found	it	diffi-
cult to be away from him; she believed 
that might be enough to keep her on the 
straight and narrow. But it wasn’t. A 
year after she was released from jail the 
second time, she landed in jail a third 
time, this time for 18 months. 

 “In a way jail gave me a bal-
ance.	You	have	to	work	a	job	five	days	
a week, and after that time in jail I 
put in an honest effort for about three 
months and then relapsed. “She was 
gone	out	of	her	son’s	life	for	five	years	
and her mother looked after her son.

 Her addictions led to health 
issues, including a bout with tubercu-
losis and Hepatitis. And her addictions  

resulted in a  life of violence;  she told 
those gathered that getting beaten up 
and also beating up others was not 
uncommon to her when she was an ad-
dict.

 In July 2009 she was arrested 
for the last time. She got 90 days and 
said to herself, “I’m done”. She told 
her friends in jail that if they were her 
friends they would try to support her 
and not offer her drugs or alcohol. Shea 
didn’t want to fall into the temptation 
by friends once she was let out of jail, 
so she made the decision to spend a 
year away from her home in Port Al-
berni.

 She was hired to work as a 
receptionist, and although she loved the 
social aspect of the job, she didn’t like 
the inactivity of a desk job. She got an 
opportunity to do some house paint-
ing and found she loved it. She started 
working as a house painter in Vancou-
ver and visited  home, to Port Alberni, 
every weekend. While the visits home 
were doing her some good, they were 
disruptive in her child’s life and Shea 

was told by her mother, the visits were 
too disruptive for her son. “She said, 
either move home or quit visiting,”  
and she decided to moved home.  Shea 
has been four years sober, and she has 
her family back and her self-respect. 

     Nene Kraneveldt, who has been 
organizing	the	SEEDS	transition	work-
shops, thanked Shea for sharing her ex-
periences and added her own thoughts. 
“The First Nations have a history of 
not being parented by our parents and 
we’re not parenting our own children. 
We need to get unstuck.”

      “We’re in a cycle, even the fact that 
we’re on income assistance means we 
need	to	look	at	all	the	factors	that	influ-
ence us,” she commented. She added, 
“maybe some of you need to work on 
personal issues before you are ready 
to go back to work. We have people in 
this room who are all over the place as 
far as job readiness and even if you are 
ready for employment, you can still get 
something out of these workshops,” 
she said. 

Families pass down tradition of smoking fish

A road leading to the new reservoir site in Hitacu is nearing completion. Roc-Star 
Enterprises Ltd. has been building the road which starts at the end of Wallace Road 
for the last few weeks. The 1.3 kilometer road had to cross two creeks and involved 
a fair bit of blasting. Steve Coates, who has been managing this project, said he has 
had a number of requests from residents about wanting to access the road and it is 
now safe to do so, by foot. Photo below, a field crew takes measurements for a bridge 
that will cross over a small creek.
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 Brenda Clayton has been 
smoking	fish	since	she	was	a	teenager.	
She was taught by Lawrence’s mother 
Susan	McKay	(Nuča)	and	her	other	
Grandmother, Sarah Tutube. “We 
learned so much from the old people. 
We sat and we watched them. Some-
times we’d get scolded,” she laughs, 
adding that “nowadays if you got after 
someone else’s kids...” she trailed off 
and then said. “We had to listen. There 
were no TVs and no gaming so we 
spent more time outside.”

	 She	learned	hanging	fish	on	
cedar sticks and today still uses cedar 
sticks but has also incorporated racks 
in her smoke house as well, “Because 
they are pretty handy.” Her smoke-
house	is	well	used	as	she	smokes	fish	
for herself, her extended family and 
loads of community members.

 “There are racks all over the 
place and everyone helps me,” she 
smiles	broadly,	saying	that	Dan	fil-
lets,	she		make	the	apskʷi	and	Tyler	
and	Delaney	hang	the	fish.	“We’re	like	
a processing plant here,” she laughs. 
According to Brenda, traditionally the 
smoking	of	fish	was	left	to	the	woman,	
but she said nowadays men help out 
too.

	 She	fillets	the	fish,	usually	
salmon, although she has smoked 
lingcod and halibut too. She threads 
the	larger	fish	on	a	stick	that	is	hung	
above	the	smoke.	The	fire	is	kept	to	a	
minimum,	smoldering,	just	enough	fire	
to keep the wood burning slowly. She 
tends	the	fire	every	hour	to	make	sure	
the smoldering continues and that the 
fire	doesn’t	get	too	hot.	She	also	rotates	
the	fish	so	they	smoke	evenly.	Brenda	

says	that	smoking	most	fish	is	fairly	
easy	but	oily	fish	need	more	care	to	
ensure	they	don’t	go	“sour”.		Most	fish	
is smoked two days for half smoke and 
four days for fully smoked. 

Once	the	fish	is	smoked,	it	is	cut	up,	
bagged	and	frozen.	They	have	had	
the occasional bear try to break in 
the smoke-house, and they have had 
to install a 
lock on the 
smokehouse 
because 
they	had	fish	
stolen. 

 Brenda has taught a few local 
people	how	to	smoke	fish,	and	said	
she’s willing to share her knowledge of 
smoking with anyone who is interested. 
A community smoke-house was built a 
few years ago, but according to Brenda 
it has only been used a couple of times. 
“It’s ready to go,” she said, noting that 
there	is	a	fire	pit	and	there	are	racks	in-
side the smokehouse. “People wanted it 
so bad but now it’s not used,” she said, 
adding, “It’s a shame. It would be nice 
to see it get used.” 

 “There’s really no wrong way 
to do it,” she said adding, “you learn 
as you go.” She’s not sure why so few 
young people have taken an interest in 
learning	how	to	smoke	fish;	“it	takes	
time but it’s easy to do,” she comment-
ed. She encouraged anyone who wants 
to	learn	to	smoke,	to	“bring	your	fish.”	
She doesn’t charge anyone for smoking 
but said she does take the occasional 
sample as she works. “I tell people 
that’s part of the process,” she laughs. 

Families pass down tradition of smoking fish

“smoking fish 
is easy anyone 
can learn”

Brenda Clayton 

Healthy Cooking Classes
Learn how to cook healthy, choosing foods for the 

best nutrition and cooking meals on a budget. 

Where?  6-Plex in Hitacu 
When?  October 28, November 4, November 12, Novem 
  ber 18, November  25th (grocery store tour),   
  November 26th (wrap-up party).

Time?  4:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

For More information Please call Veronica Williams  at           
     (250) 726-7343 ext. 221

UPDATE
Orientation Training for Foster Parents

Training rescheduled to:
Wednesday, October 23, 2013
Thursday, October 24, 20123

Time:  9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Location: 4000 Stamp Ave. Port Alberni, Usma Build-
ing (lower boardroom)

For more information on registration please contact:

  Joni Miller @ (250) 724-3232 
  or toll free @ 1-877-722-3232
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Hitacu science camp focuses on natural resources, fishing
Clayoquot Biosphere Trust Helps 
Bring Science Camps to Central 
Region

 A partnership between Uu-
a-thluk and the Clayoquot Biosphere 
Trust (CBT) helped more than 40 chil-
dren attend science camp this summer. 
Funded through the CBT’s community 
funding program, along with donations 
from	private	donors	and	organizations,	
two camps took place over six days, 
showing children that science is fun 
and relevant to their everyday lives.

	 The	first	camp	took	place	in	
Macoah in conjunction with Toquaht 
First Nation’s Annual General Assem-
bly. The timing meant that most of the 
Toquaht youth who normally live in 
other locations were home to take part. 

 “We had the unique opportu-
nity to talk with Toquaht children about 
the traditional resource management 
roles	filled	by	Nuu-chah-nulth-aht,”	
said Norine Messer, Capacity Build-
ing Coordinator for Uu-a-thluk. “This 
included the roles of river keepers and 
stream keepers, both who manage and 
care for the resources in Nuu-chah-
nulth territories.”

 Other camp activities included 
beach seining to learn about local ma-
rine wildlife and ecosystems; steward-
ship activities; and a traditional salmon 

barbecue. Special guest Brittany 
Mueller of the BC Ministry of the En-
vironment talked with campers about 
safety when encountering wildlife like 
cougars and bears.

	 The	five-day	camp	hosted	by	
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	First	Nation	included	days	
focussed on natural resource manage-
ment,	fisheries,	and	other	subjects.	It	
also	included	salmon	dissections,	fil-
leting demonstrations, and stewardship 
activities.

 “One theme of both camps was 
‘sticking with science,’” said Messer, 
who along with the camps’ instructors, 
encouraged children to think about 
science for the long term. “Many kids 
don’t	realize	that	high	school	science	
courses lead directly to resource man-
agement jobs right here in their com-
munities. By showing them that science 
can be fun and culturally connected, we 
hope to see more Nuu-chah-nulth sci-
ence students in the future.”

 This goal was directly in line 
with CBT’s goals for youth living in 
the	region.	The	organization’s	Acting	
Director, Adrienne Mason, stopped by 
to visit with the campers in Macoah 
during a visit to Toquaht territory.

“ Youth in the biosphere is one 
of	the	core	priorities	of	our	organiza-
tion,” said Mason, “People from all 

around the world come here to see what 
the region has to offer, but a lot of chil-
dren that grow up here don’t have those 
opportunities. If we can help support 
getting kids out in the region, it’s really 
great.”

 The CBT also supported the 
camps because, “they blended so many 
of the things that we strive for,” Mason 
said. “Awareness of the region, First 

Nations culture, exposing youth to op-
portunities, and more.” 

 The camps wrapped up in 
August but will return to the communi-
ties in the future. For more information 
on the Uu-a-thluk science camps or 
to make a donation, contact Michelle 
Colyn at 250-724-5757 (Michelle.Co-
lyn@nuuchahnulth.org) or visit www.
uuathluk.ca. 

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Fisheries Officer, Alan McCarthy provided some fish for science 
camp. He is shown here chatting with some of the youth from Hitacu who at-
tended the science camp this summer. 

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	Day	

Local residents attended the offi-
cial sod-turning event for the new 
community centre, last Saturday, 
September 21st, in Hitacu. Prior 
to the brief ceremony, a site tour 
was held and following the event, 
Legislature members Charles 
McCarthy and Alan McCarthy 
served up lunch for about 50 
people at the Community Hall. 
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Nations culture, exposing youth to op-
portunities, and more.” 

 The camps wrapped up in 
August but will return to the communi-
ties in the future. For more information 
on the Uu-a-thluk science camps or 
to make a donation, contact Michelle 
Colyn at 250-724-5757 (Michelle.Co-
lyn@nuuchahnulth.org) or visit www.
uuathluk.ca. 

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Fisheries Officer, Alan McCarthy provided some fish for science 
camp. He is shown here chatting with some of the youth from Hitacu who at-
tended the science camp this summer. 

Traditional Wedding at Kʷisitis
Huupiiḥa & Yaʔałʔaƛ  
  
	 Originally	a	citizen	of	Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ,	Jackelyn	(Yaʔałʔaƛ)	comes	from	the	
Williams/Mundy family, whose parents are (late) Jackie Williams and Debo-
rah Mundy; grandparents (late) Jackson Williams and Irene Mundy (George 
Mundy);	and	Earl	and	Katherine	Mundy.	Matthew’s	(Huupiiḥa)	mothers	are	
Ina (Xạxṇa) Seitcher and Margaret Seitcher and his grandparents are Mary-
anne Seitcher and Matthew (Sayachapis) Williams of Tla-o-qui-aht. Together 
Huupiiḥa	&	Yaʔałʔaƛ	have	three	beautiful	children	–	Dezerae	(ʔusmapiiḥ),	Irvin	
(Koʔišinmi)	and	Matthew	(ʔay̓iic).
 On August 24, 2013, family and friends gathered along Kwisitis Beach 
to	witness	the	marriage	of	Yaʔałʔaƛ	and	Huupiiḥa	–	just	a	day	after	their	tenth	
anniversary of being with one another.
	 The	couple	wed	through	a	traditional	ceremony	where	Yaʔałʔaƛ’s	family	
had	to	take	care	and	hide	her	from	Huupiiḥa’s	family	by	surrounding	and	hid-
ing	her	with	shawls	until	Huupiiḥa	came	in	to	ask	for	her;	the	rule	being	that	
his family could steal her at any time had they seen her before the ceremony. 
Huupiiḥa	didn’t	have	an	easy	journey	to	make	from	Esowista	to	Kwisitis;	he	and	
his	crew	had	to	go	through	thick	fog	banks	and	overcome	a	capsized	canoe	(ev-
eryone	was	okay!).	When	they	did	arrive,	Yaʔałʔaƛ’s	family	welcomed	Huupiiḥa	
on shore and the mother of the bride was gifted a canoe with promise that they 
would care for her as a member of their own family. 
	 Although	Yaʔałʔaƛ	was	not	to	be	seen	when	her	husband	to	be	came	
ashore, it did not stop her from trying to sneak a peek at the ongoing ceremony 
by dropping a piece of tissue on the ground in attempt to peek around her cover 
and see what was going on.
	 When	the	time	finally	came,	Yaʔałʔaƛ’s	family	led	her	to	her	husband,	
dropped	the	shawls	and	blanketed	her	with	a	dowry	for	Huupiiḥa’s	family.	The	
second	her	family	let	go,	Huupiiḥa’s	family	closed	in	and	surrounded	her	while	
singing the Marshall Love Song, wrapping her with a shawl and placing a cedar 
hat atop her head. 
	 Traditionally,	this	closed	the	ceremony,	yet	Huupiiḥa	&	Yaʔałʔaƛ	stood	
in each other’s arms with their cedar hats covering their faces and full of love.

	 Submitted	by	the	bride’s	sister,	Suzanne	Williams.

Share your family news in the Umacuk 
Photos and or articles can be submitted by the 15th of each month for publication in the next 
Umacuk. Please email: lisa.mcknight-yeates@ufn.ca

Photos by Melody Charlie
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Workout with Tyson
 Tyson Touchie will be facilitat-
ing a Men’s Workout every Wednesday 
night at the Community Hall from 6:30 
to 7:45 p.m. starting on October 2nd.

Latin Cardio in Hitacu 
 Latin Cardio with Lyvi Rivera 
is a high energy, class with Latin dance 
steps from popular dances, such as the 
salsa, cha cha and merengie. 

 Evan Touchie Memorial
The 6th Annual Evan Touchie Legacy 
-  Tourament of Health will take 
place	as	always	the	first	weekend	in	
November.	Mens,	ladies	&	or	Jr.	teams	
will be competing. Saturday various 
health booths will be available along 
with	cool	health	related	door	prizes!	
If you are interested in sponsoring an 
award or volunteering please feel free 
to contact Melody Charlie @ 250 266 
2507. 
 
Youth kayaking/canoe trip
 There will be a teen kayaking 
tirp to Thoronton Creek on October 
11th. Only six spots available. Call 
Sarah Hagar for more information. 

 

OCTOBER 2013 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  YLC Open 1pm  1 YLC Open 2:30   2 YLC Open 1pm  3 YLC Open 1pm  4 5 

  
Knitting with Beth 
and Shannon 

NCN Language @ 
DCS Building 1pm 
 
FREE time @YLC 

Nature Club: Elder 
visitor to talk 
about Salmon 

TEEN DAY 2:30 – 
5pm  

6 YLC Open 1pm  7 YLC Open 1pm  8 YLC Open 2:30  9 YLC Open 1pm  10 YLC Open 1pm  11 12 

 

Kindergarten to 
Grade 2 & 
mentorship 
SCIENCE FUN 

Knitting with Beth 
and Shannon 

NCN Language @ 
DCS Building 1pm 
 
FREE time @YLC  

Afterschool Field 
Trip: Thornton 
Creek Hatchery 
meet at YLC @ 
3:30 pm 

TEEN NIGHT! 
Paddle to 
Thornton Creek 
followed by dinner 
and a movie   

13 YLC Open 1pm  14 YLC Open 1pm  15 YLC Open 2:30  16 YLC Open 1pm  17 YLC Open 1pm  18 19 

 

Kindergarten to 
Grade 2 & 
mentorship trip to 
Thornton Creek 
Hatchery 3:30pm 

Knitting with Beth 
and Shannon 

NCN Language @ 
DCS Building 1pm 
 
FREE time @YLC 

Nature Club 
Salmon ART 
ATTACK! 

TEEN DAY 2:30 – 
5pm  

20 YLC Open 1pm  21 YLC Open 1pm  22 YLC Open 2:30  23 YLC Open 1pm  24 Pro-D DAY    25 26 

 

Kindergarten to 
Grade 2 & 
mentorship 
SCIENCE FUN 

Haunted House  
planning session 

NCN Language @ 
DCS Building 1pm 
 
Haunted House 
Preparation 

Haunted House 
Preparation 
Girls and Guys of 
the WILD Coast 
Trip 

Field Trip to 
Arrowvale Farm in 
Port Alberni 9am 
Leaving from 
Community Hall  

27 YLC Open 1pm  28 YLC Open 1pm  29 YLC Open 2:30  30 YLC Open 1pm  31 
 

 

 

Kindergarten to 
Grade 2 & 
mentorship  
PUMPKIN 
CARVING 

Haunted House 
Creation 

NCN Language @ 
DCS Building 1pm 
 
Haunted House 
Creation 
 

Haunted House 
created by Youth 
at the YLC open 
to community from 
4pm-5pm   

       

       
 

 If your child wishes to 
participate in field 
trips or teen night 
activities, please let 
Sarah Hagar CYSW 
know  in advance by 
calling 250 726 7343  
to reserve their 
space. 

 The YLC will be open 
daily at specified 
times for use by 
Children and Youth. 
YLC open hours 
during regular school 
hours are for use by 
Youth who are not 
registered for school.  
During these hours 
your Child and Youth 
Support Worker will 
be available for 
assistance with 
resumes, job 
searches, information 
about distance 
education and other 
opportunities. You 
are also welcome to 
come by and use the 
computer lab or just 
hang out. 

 PARENT’S CLUB will 
be meeting again this 
year with dates and 
times to be 
announced 
 
 

 

Monday’s community surf saw some gorgeous sunshine, as about 14 surfers made 
their way to McKenzie Beach. Wya surf shop provided boards, wet suits and lessons.

McKenzie Beach provided a great spot for a picnic lunch on Monday as families 
gathered for the community surf. 
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Workout with Tyson
 Tyson Touchie will be facilitat-
ing a Men’s Workout every Wednesday 
night at the Community Hall from 6:30 
to 7:45 p.m. starting on October 2nd.

Latin Cardio in Hitacu 
 Latin Cardio with Lyvi Rivera 
is a high energy, class with Latin dance 
steps from popular dances, such as the 
salsa, cha cha and merengie. 

 Evan Touchie Memorial
The 6th Annual Evan Touchie Legacy 
-  Tourament of Health will take 
place	as	always	the	first	weekend	in	
November.	Mens,	ladies	&	or	Jr.	teams	
will be competing. Saturday various 
health booths will be available along 
with	cool	health	related	door	prizes!	
If you are interested in sponsoring an 
award or volunteering please feel free 
to contact Melody Charlie @ 250 266 
2507. 
 
Youth kayaking/canoe trip
 There will be a teen kayaking 
tirp to Thoronton Creek on October 
11th. Only six spots available. Call 
Sarah Hagar for more information. 

Notice is hereby given that the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Legislature has initiated a Hit-tat-soo Assembly in accordance 
with the Constitution and Government Act YFNS 2/2011. 

The Hit-tat-soo Assembly 
is scheduled for 

Monday October 28th 2013

 5 p.m. at the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Community Hall.
Dinner will be provided; all citizens are invited to attend.

The agenda is in draft form until approved by the Citizens at the Hit-tat-soo Assembly. 

(Additional items may be added at the time we adopt the agenda.)

Agenda Items: 

1. Meeting called to order 

2. Opening Ceremonies/Welcoming remarks 

3. Motion and discussion to adopt the agenda 

4. Audit Review 

5. Economic Development Update 

6. Department updates: (Lands and Resources & Asset Management, Community Service, Administra-
tion) 

7. Announcements/Discussion 

8. Adjournment 

Sports in 
Brief 

It’s that time of year again when 
fish are in Thornton Creek and 
the bears are feasting! 

Maureen Touchie and Greg Louie take a break from paddle-boarding at McKenzie 
Beach as part of the Community Surf Day held on Monday. 

McKenzie Beach provided a great spot for a picnic lunch on Monday as families 
gathered for the community surf. 
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Nuučaan̓uł 
Language 
Classes instructed by 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Elder Barbara 
Touchie and Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
Language Coordinator Ber-
nice Touchie, are held at the 
Department of Community 
Services every week. 

Wednesdays 
1 - 2 p.m. 

Everyone Welcome 

Tukʷaaʔatḥ	and	Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	join	forces	to	have	offer	west	
coast university accredited Nuu-chah-nulth language class
 Two west coast Nuu-chah-
nulth nations, Tukʷaaʔatḥ	(Toquaht)	
and Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ,	have	joined	forces	to	
offer Nuu-chah-nulth language courses 
in conjunction with the University of 
Victoria and the North Island College.
 Dr. Bernice Touchie, Language 
Coordinator	for	the	Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	gov-
ernment will teach the university credit 
course. A similar course was offered 
last year in Port Alberni, and although a 
number of local residents signed up for 
the course most ended up quitting the 
program, citing the distance to travel 
and the fact that the northern dialect of 
Nuu-chah-nulth, rather than the Bar-
kley Sound dialect, was being taught. 
The group, together with Dr. Touchie, 
petitioned UVic and North Island Col-
lege, to have the program offered to the 
west coast and have the local dialect 
taught. 
 Following the mass exodus 
of students in last year’s program, 
the group (and additional language 
students) continued to meet once a 
week for a three hour lesson, that was 
taught by Dr. Touchie and assisted by 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ	Elders.		
 “For this course people will 
earn university credits,” Dr. Touchie 
said, pointing out that the courses will 
provide an academic bridge for stu-
dents wanting to pursue further educa-
tion as the credits are transferable to 
UVic or North Island College. 
 The university-accredited 
courses being offered locally stemmed 

from a project, Aboriginal Language 
Revitalization	in	Community,	that	was	
organized	by	the	Quuquuatsa	Language	
Society	(QLS).	A	collaborative	partner-
ship	was	struck	between	the	QLS,	UVic	
and	NIC	with	the	goal	of	the	revitaliza-
tion of the Nuu-chah-nulth language. 

 Henry Kammler, a linguist and 
anthropologist from Germany, who is 
a	semi-fluent,	Nuu-chah-nulth	speaker	
taught	the	first	class	of	this	course.	He	
commented,	“our	fluent	speakers	aren’t	
getting younger and their ears are not 
young” he said, reminding participants 
to speak loudly so that Elders can hear. 
He encouraged those taking Nuu-chah-
nulth language lessons to use the words 
they learned in order to get better.
  He pointed out that talking 
about the language isn’t the same 
as learning to use the language. To 
demonstrate his point, he spoke about 
a person listening to instructions on 
how to use a hammer and then the man 
showed up on the work site, believing 
he knew how to use a hammer because 

he had been instructed to do it, 
hundreds of times. Without the practise, 
it is doubtful the person would be 
proficient	with	the	hammer,	Henry	said.
 “Just be annoying and speak 
the language,” he laughed. “Listening 
and pracise are the keys,” to learning a 
new language. 
 “Listening and practise” are the 
keys to learning the language, Henry 
noted. “A week between two sessions 
is too much,” he said.  “Learning a 
language means a lot of repetition, a 
lot of patience and a lot of practise,” he 
commented.
 Dr. Touchie said the class 
will be divided into two cohorts for 
learning, with the more advanced 
cohort assisting the beginner learners 
with the language. Basic conversational 
Nuu-chah-nulth and grammar will be 
covered by the course as well as place 
names. Dr. Touchie is hoping to have 
all	the	lessons	filmed	so	they	can	be	
used as an instructional video in the 
future.
 Classes are held each Tuesday 
at Duquah Gallery in Ucluelet. 

NOTICE      

Citizens are  reminded that 
the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Govern-
ment’s Public Works Staff 
are not allowed to receive 
direct work requests directly 
from citizens. 

Citizens that have mainte-
nance requests must fill out 
a work order form at the 
Government House. We ask 
that you refrain from con-
tacting Public Works Staff 
directly. 

Your cooperation in this mat-
ter is greatly appreciated.

 Where?  
wassi

Where are you going?  
    waasicy̓ukhak                                                                                                                       

sounds like: waas tsi yook hak

I am going to Hitacu        
waałakaḥ Hitacu
sounds like: waathakahaa

Students learning Nuu-chah-nulth, with linguist Henry Kammler.

Johnny George experiences canoe journey
 Johnny George spent a 
memorable summer vacation, joining 
the Canoe Journey from Ahousaht 
to	Quinault,	Washington	State.	The	
11-year-old, from Hitacu said he 
enjoyed the journey and time he spent 
with his extended family.
 The most memorable part for 
Johnny was taking a dip in “the middle 
of the ocean.” He got to jump off the 
canoe and, “tipped it when I tried to get 
in” he laughs at the memory.
 He was aboard the canoe 
“Leaping Wolf” with his Grandmother 
Eileen Thomas, aunts Cheryl Campbell 
and Jackie Titian, and uncles, Warren 
George (who has been on every canoe 
journey since 1993) and Matt Titian. 
Johnny said he became a better paddler 
on the journey and it was nice spending 
time with his cousins and family. 
 The Canoe Journey began in 
1989	when	a	Quinault	Tribal	Member	

named Emmet Oliver and Frank Brown 
of	Bella	Bella	made	the	first	historic	
paddle with nine traditional cedar dug 
out canoes, making the journey from 
coastal villages along BC’s west coast 
to the Port of Seattle. That journey 
sparked interest with coastal nations 
and the annual event began in 1993 
with	nations	of	the	Pacific	North	West	
British Columbia and Alaska coming 
together for the journey ad also to 
celebrate traditional songs and dances.
 The journey is a drug and 
alcohol free event which encourages 
communities to celebrate health and 
healing. It is an opportunity for elders 
to pass along knowledge to youth. 
The paddles have gone back and forth 
between destinations in the United 
States and Canada. Next year, Bella 
Bella is set to host the 2014 Canoe 
Journey. 


